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the civilian economy in the form of advanced technologies across all sectors of the
economy. Particular examples include medicine, materials and electronics. The
economy grows because of the advanced technologies that are derived from space
development. In other words, space development increases the size of the pie.

There are numerous reasons to rebuild the space program around a manned return to
the Moon, and these will be discussed in more depth in subsequent columns. These
include the recovery of resources from the Moon, and to setting up outposts to monitor
meteorite activity far enough in advance to deflect those that might approach Earth. But
here | focus on the return to the Moon as a vision to excite our young people on how
fantastic the future can be, and how they can play a role in creating that future.

We have a difficult time attracting enough of our young people to the disciplines of
engineering, science and mathematics. Our society depends on there being enough
technically versed people who are eager to address the problems we all face. Whether
in medicine, environmental protection, agriculture, electronics, or the design of a
multitude of products, we need enthusiastic and talented American engineers, scientists
and mathematicians to spend the many years they must in college in order to begin to
understand how to solve today's problems and to predict the potential problems of the
next generation.

Just as Apollo brought thousands of Americans to the technical arts, President Bush's
vision invigorates young people to study subjects that are the foundation and backbone
of our modern civilization. This they do whether or not they become "rocket scientists."
The goal is to be part of the larger community of people who can appreciate what it
takes to do these enormous and profound tasks.

The nation needs its brightest in the technical arts. We are at risk in that fewer of us
pursue such disciplines. Our competitiveness with nations who appreciate the
importance of engineering and science continues to erode. The settlement of the Moon
and then Mars, and the manned exploration of the solar system are an ideal focus for a
nation that is used to forging its massive energies for the betterment of humanity.

Haym Benaroya is a resident of Highland Park. He is a professor at the Mechanical and
Aerospace Engineering Center for Structures in eXtreme Environments at Rutgers

University, New Brunswick. He is the fifth reader to join the Home News Tribune's "Be
Counted" roster of columnists.
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